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By lLouis Lee Arms

NE can better understand

the boldness of the knights |

of old after a little journey

through the arms and armor
department of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art.

“Jenkins,” says
the knight of 1460,
dn my bastinet and
and

visor recom- |

Ay

themselves
as, m' lard,

ll\
“And my armor!
Is

e ahout

coat? there a

the

A
verk?

“Ne. m' lord.”
“How about the

“nain mail below
uiwalst??
“Perfect, m'
fapanesc [

armor, four- “And the knee

teenth century 218 r s and
© greaves? I shall
riat trip on them?”

“No, m' lard.”

“Jenkina, aren’t there ahout two
fingers left in that bottle of Scoteh??

“There were, sire.”

“Pour it, Jenkins. . . Now
Il be going.” .

So saving. the armoered knight
fares forth to the tournament. He
s emboldened by the sonse of L=

trability., It may be “hat dur-
ng the course of the afternoon
W break a lance and
trom bis fiery steed by the

an antagonist, hut unless B

it of ek he 'will ‘escape seri.
us injury. Only & pneumatic steel
rill could accomplish that.

Yes, the kEnight of old was hold
He was, in addition, as impos in
nrearance as he was intrenid of
eart, Gong forth to battie—

N

el
senlptured. ‘

“There gare, in fact, few copy

ists to-day who would attemipt o

real armorer's task,  And modern

{work has ever in it a hardness of

i oz 3 2 inptia s

Arnior ﬂ_f Ta-ku;:mrn pr'rr'nn'. about 1630 line.  Persuade an artizt o copy,

and to take whatever came hia \r:-.;,"'
he was 4 fine figure of ramance

. |

How far he traveled 1o enter "";r-l

ists his chroniclers do not say, but
there 18 every reazon to believe that |
with a spare tire hitched on behind
and an auxiliary gas tank depend-
ng from hig shoulders he could put
past him vast distances

The Swat Impulse

The introduction of armor

for
tirhting and mock batile iz a normal

development. Man is endowed with | 2"

# primal impulse to swet dat some-
thing, a baseball or the vffice cat,
far example; but he hus always
strorgzly objected to being swatted
in remrn. Since he eould not over- |
come -his qesire to taka an occa-
sionzl erack at his neighbor it was
rnecessary that he prepare to re-
ceiveth what he so buoyantly gaveth,
and out of this necessity grew
armor. It grew and grew, even
flourished, vou might say, until by |
1890 man had bwilt up a chain mail |
trst line of defence that turned hack
spears, war axes and lance heads
with equal effectiveness.

styles came in to thwart the lethal
intent, and until the eighteenth cen-
tury the competition was even. By

hieavy that the average knight cast |
them aside in the heat of battle, No|

|sdoubt he felt that whatever hap-|

| hetmet became ever greater.

Armor Is Scarce

‘after all, exhibited at the Metropoli-

I it was destroved, lost or utilized, asa

Fast as new weapons were de-|in the case of the gate of the botani-
vised, guaranteed to separate a|cal gardens at Munich, which wae
gentleman from his head, new armor | made early in the last century of
B

pened he eould not possibly be worse
off than when weighted down and in-
cased m stee]l pantaloons, an armor

(et and s casque which had an
cerrepato weight hundred
pounds,

of one

It was said that the weight of such
& =uit grew with each passing hour,
until in the midst of a brisk engage-
ment the armor was averaging about
forty ounces to each of the one hun-
dred pounds, and the valiant knight
was often led to the suspicion that
noan unguarded monient some one !
pluced w grand piano eon his|
For that rveasen, and beratse |
found breathing rajsed to the|
tevel of secience under the conditions, |
he shed his suicidal vestments and
came out into the open. I
“In this regard I recall an ineident |
which is so much to the point that I
am tempted to tell it," says Dr.|
Bashford Desan, curator of tha armai
and armor collection. “During the |
Second Empire a distinguished eal- |
lectar of armor sppeared at the|
Goupil ball 1n a complete suit of =ix. |
teenth century armor. It fitted him|
admirably, and he wore under it a
cf the cle would
nally avcompanied it; in a

bitck.
T

n

thing which

S e Gothie, !'rnlz-. the garrets of the royal | would develop out of a single piece
e s marisd i DHayefoya. palace at Munivh ! o metal to a heleht of six inches,
if armor wore worn with moderate While the negloct of these ancient | atd ab the same time leave the
harnesses has diminished the col- 1 i strength at the top of

- e ——— Ilector's field it has whisted Lis ap- 'he crest where it was needed, 1f

: 3 preciation for that which hus been [0 modern copyist attempted such |
; preserved. In earlier times the o tisk his result would be lacking

i manufacture of armor and apms| N Unished symmetry or in the grad- |

|
i
'|

1
i

. firt

eomy

it should have been demon-
s case, cspecially since
was then his prime
and in roed training. Nevertheless,
the armor proved more than burden-
aome; it seemed to gain steadily in
wetpht as the night wore on, and the
diffienlty in breathing in &

the wenrern in

closed
To add
sz the wearer found at a
nent that he could not
rafse his visor—something had gone

to his dist

eritical n

| wrong with the aneient spring clasp

d he probably would have been

- |
avercome had not a good friend come |
to his rescue.’

But the object2 of the armorer are,

10 Museum not because of their re- |
lation to war but to art. Thére are
s few exhitntions in this euuntry
of arms and armor that their bear-
ing upon the life of their contempo-

raries is not readily understood.
With the constant improvement in |
fHrenrms, armor went out

of date I

and lest its dignity. In many cases

|

|I,hat time armor suits had grown so |

Two olden kniphts in a medieval tili.

An adaptation, from an

forged iron cobtained from

ythe ton of a somewhat hat-shaped
tion ‘of maerient

a collen-
i | which the ot

arn

r. said to Lie | heatdpiece)

armaorer

uation in the thickness of the metal
1 the exposed parts. The only
oht become a danger-
ous faussaire 18 the one who would

was ‘4 calling patronized by kings
and their courts: A great sword-
smith, Serafino di Brescia, was ace-
cepted by such an lover as
Francis I as equal in vank to Titian,
The Negroli werc onnobled, fortu
and fame came to the Colman fam-
ily through the Austrian
and ““the

ist who

art
lie swilling to copy the same chject
seores of times.”

Rich Collection
The Egvptian, Cretan, European

N perors

imperial Maximil

14 i e
: L : and Oriental exhibitions of arms
pictured in his workshop with his .
- - and armor are those that may be

hand upon the shoulder of the mis- - i . .

= seen. T the eve there 18 consider-
ter-armorer: Seusenhofer. It muy .. R S
! 1 ; : 2 7 alle of samenesd in the exhibition,
be that he was ihstructing Sense

. S ' nat 15 probably so because there s

hofer to take a little of the steel s S I B
ST S S S e muen of avms and armer to 0l the
?P‘:Eer’l‘ the Toad IS SHERSEEES SRR ve, the being 2,000 European
72 3 : and il Jupunese pieces, not

Raphael and Michasl A
etudied the art, ns did Diire

the additional Oriental

ROHIE] n and Cretan devices
vy el Al e e : ;
TG (AT ‘Irl' lipi, wha _""v'-"*-”’ be found slsewhers in

ghields and hilts of rapiers and

poienards. Then there were T

1y 1 that the warriors of

Gian Bologna, Giulio Romano, Hul- Eutopedn  nations vied
| bein, Peter Vischer and Donatells, r in the style and
all of whom were lod to the pily <2 of their metal gar-
-_of armor heca of  its  artisti The eomplete Gothie arnor, |
| beauty. of 1450 period differs

In expatiating upon the difficul v from  the German suit of
ties of the art Iir. Dean writes Jdthe Cine 1= muede of =teel sheets
“Ita processes were varied and o o] mazciline  contour, |

knowledge of them
guarded jealously, as o
artist families or of ancient

1

oftent the

f chain maifl that has a
cortain rozemblance to a porous une
derwear that nften discussed in

heritagse of

18

Its implements were the reiote pages of our popular
with scores of curi ZiNes.
VP | snwils . e . :
}:mrm'fn.:, and anw There is a stiff, ready-to-wear
I ttoT ‘ = T : 3 s
Iurmtd.tblg Liattery. of eccentric ok abbiut the Italian get-up that
pincers, tiles, saws anl vlses—ohs

jeets which their awners sometiias
elahorately ornamentod, incised

for example; the comb of a morion

This is the erest or ridee enciroling

;Bt!ﬂd{'d mail with shoulder

shield, 1274

[= in sharp contrast to the informal-
ity of the German garment which
carries the skirt effect that has
'been widely popularized on the
California beaches, Which is the
better we do not presume to know,

Vo, Schwarzburg Armor,

1350

Or!|

ceedingly broad of shoulder |
about 2.75 of waist.

It is this inevitable breadth of
shoulder and slenderness of wauist
which leads to tie assumption t

if the average fired business

Bant

t
1o

nan

of the present day were chaogod
".':':,.l'. '.'ii:L'rlll,L'_' 1 ¥ B e
would, az a matter of poobssity,
draw it on in such a manner as to

wear the shoulders about his stom-
| ach, while tueking the waist firmly
up under his chin.

Not until recently did the Met-
ropolitan Museum put in place its
choicest piece of armor. The arigi-
nal ownership of this war trap-
ping is ascribed to Sieur Jacques
| Gourdon de Genouilhas, said to be
a courtier and warvior of the court
of Louis XII and Francis 1. Sieur
Jacqnes was g master of artillery
and a great ficure of a man.

The museum obtained this suit in
1914 from the descendants of Sieur
Jacques, but owing to the

subsea

menace it was thought unwise to
ship it to New York. Thus it ar-

rived only recently, bearing on sev-
| eral of its antique parts the (lite
1527. The armov has been in the
keeping of Willinm H. Riges, whose
distinguished
on exhibition at the museum.

alveady 18

When

collection

 Gothic armor, about 1435

the German long-range guns hegan
playing on Paris Mr. Riggs
moved the armor to Bovdeaux,
whenee it came to America. Now
it is safely at the muscum and oc-
cupies for the present a place of
honor to the right of the main en-
tranca.

A Giant

Whatever conjecturs mixed
with the history of thiz armor suit
in no wise atfects tne proposition

TH-

that the man who wore it was a 3
{slightly excel the saddles.

giant in fizure. The largest attend-
| ant at the museum, a man who

old wood cu

anT NArness,

1t Theve werp

about the chest and

[ ttendant stood up

alone under the armor lose enouch
hei be phintosrapned, then Fesimed

tmp
figy of the knigiht
lanee. The hots
ered h}' a brocaded blanket

Sirir

which gives rathir a chaise.!
One is convinced, that with
& reading lamp placed on the charg-

effact,

er's arching n

hookshelf

and a five-foot

stpew fere alm
knight could spend many a pleas-
ant winter's evening in his new
quarters.

A basinet w
worn by

may aave veen

Joan Are 15 on ex-

hibition in the Eursopenn dizplay,
The label acean e 1t says:
“This basinet s to have hung
above the main altar of the: Church
of Saint-Dherre du Marteo) at Or-
léans, where it was lung hioavn as
‘the casque of Joan of Arc.) It
bears marks of service noze in-
juries canaed by arrows or barts),
and waa evi t #n ito. It
s of French and
from’ itsilate (1 # bepn

Oreans, but

of

waorn: by the Mai
there 13 no documentary évidence
coenfirming this.'

[vgiry i h horna show

nship and
are among the most interesting of

lans this
spurs. While
ned with un-
capadity, in this
id secm to only
A Ger-
man saddle of the fourteenth cen-

the smaller exh In

cliuss coms =t

the spurs

W

doubted Pl

respect they

le, the

jis retained in a glass case in a state
|of open defiance. It i3 evident

|that in the olden days the knight

thad to conquer both the horse and
[the saddle before he could appear
lin public with that calm insouciance
which so well benits storied knight-
hood.

Dispelling a Paradox

If the bone saddle seems to hbe

|an evidence of a sporting spirit on
\the part of the German fifteenth
|century this paradox is dispelled by
the exhibition of a cap of clo

wound rope which the Teéuton wor
under his helmet. After first pull-
| img this rope cap tigh over his

| sconce he superimposed his iron hat.

iy

thus gaining th advan
that is to be ohse in his
of ehain mail. The Englishman's
coat of chain: mail was constructed

j of very porous chain, something like
OO0 0, but when the German
Bl did i
: The Englishman of the fourternth
feantury, with his knee guards an
greaves covered with linen or vel-

hiz Qouanag.

vet ainl hia aym puards and armor
F.oves, was everything that a gentle-

nian shouid be. He wore a pl
buit «yeesavely pointed at the toe,
and his progress, we trust, was not

mearred by'a series of trips,
| The Merovineian
fourth to

of the
seventh centuries, includ-
swords, axe heads, shields and
points brought up from the
u of the Seine, are a guamnt
lection: of made from
ais.  They appear to he more
P than the Egvptian
collection of an older day.
| The tournatent bupk of the Em-
I i

ane print W

arms

WeAPGHE

PR Ve Vel

i B4 Austria,

SHOWE &
secment of a o hattle-
rense confusion, all,

vat xeent a fieure who' is 2un-
posedly the Emperor., He stands a

¢ apart from the mob of fleeing

AT

QO IR Ceel

|

Plate armor, 1121

warriors und phrenetic horses, with
ar air of than
the

of fart, some

detachment

harialy  justitied

iy

o

Wi raved a lance
I has d
U imazzard be 4 matter of
1 weodoes not dodes,  He
diwes not Hie stands there
with v fnlded ov
101l ':T: «l
Tt seems

an Emperor was not

more often erowned on the battle-
field as well a=z in public life,

A breech loading cannon used in

1500 was u
Sey T

e alse a pérrler or

e fourtesnth cen-
a faleonet of th fifreonih

overed in a Camherland

tone cannon hballs wera
these primitive fire-
ough the Frenen had an
incendiary cannon ball made of steel

and loeking fe world like &

S
1 £

I'onn

r all the

miniature birdeage.
Preceding the Tin Hat
Pite guards and iron hats of the

olden da'\.-‘s were the forerunners of
the celebrated “tin hats' of the mod-
ern trench, The museum has a com-
| prehensive and interesting collection

nor do the labels tell. Both are ex- | stands well over six feet, was per |tury, vencered with plates of bone, | used in the late war that is startling

pturned by a dredge nenr |

|

in its gimilarity to the head and face
armor

of nundreds TEATE WEO.

1N BX DeT

travelin:

gacond

four ounces

Cent MuanEnt
Ar &

Jackelvd  Dal

FruiNs ahid

gnd. e L

Complete chvain i it. thies
teonith centiry
cuted  hy ¢ { r
Ehilip o '
e 3 Lot
S | > |
by tho art 4 1
more elaborate thers, 1t
masy el 3:7.°
Other r
burganes | e
and the i {8
the are of S =
o oF
f 45 189
Bt @ f rovel
arms, ltaling nunting sword
foils, German Wwurils | iths
and ftalian blades i not
overluook a  Barsdndia tapestry
which hangs npuinst the enst wall
It carr 4
e ' tha
fiftoonth cenmirs
This sitre a8 worked into sifks
| occupies a space some twenty foet
| high and thiriv f. W2 I'he
artist spared no pains to work
everybody in Jerusalom inte the
picture. The strects are crowiled
with the besicged, who seem to ba
o ey T v olkio X
s e \ i n
theww attempt ta reash 1 i el
center of town, wher | w

prisoners of are being slanghe

Continued on page
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